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BOOKS IN BRIEF / Mary Lanham

A Polish Doctor in the Nazi Camps a Thoughtful and Compelling Narrative
A POLISH DOCTOR
IN THE NAZI CAMPS
My Mother’s Memories of
Imprisonment, Immigration,
and a Life Remade
By Barbara Rylko-Bauer
University of Oklahoma
Press, 2014, 400 pps.
2800 Venture Drive
Norman, OK 73069
(800) 627-7377
Ourpress.com
In January of 1944, Jadwiga Helena Lenartowicz’s life was abruptly
turned upside down when she was
arrested in Łódź, suspected of resistance activities. Jadzia, as she was
known, was a Polish Catholic physician in the city when she was torn
away from her home, family, and
friends. Over the course of the next
fifteen months she was subjected to
internment at three Nazi concentration camps and a forty-two day
death march. Barbara Rylko-Bauer
applies her training as a medical anthropologist to examine her
mother’s life from childhood to her
experiences as an immigrant to the
United States, within the context of
the greater historical narrative.
Spurred on by the inevitable passage of time, Rylko-Bauer began
interviewing her mother fourteen
years ago to document her unusual experience as a female Polish
Catholic physician imprisoned and
forced to work as a prisoner-doctor

in concentration
camps. RylkoBauer supplements Jadzia’s
personal history
using historical
texts, diaries,
photographs, as
well as her own
voice to compose this moving intimate ethnography.
Barbara skillfully documents her
mother’s struggles and triumphs
before, during, and after World
War II. There were the horrors of
the concentration camps, life as a
Displaced Person in Germany after
the war, and the obstacles facing
her when she arrived in the United
States. However, there were also the
bright spots in Jadzia’s life such as
attending medical school and practicing as a physician; meeting and
marrying her husband, Władysław
Ryłko; and having their daughter.
A thoughtful and compelling
narrative that shouldn’t be missed,
A Polish Doctor in the Nazi Camps:
My Mother’s Memories of Imprisonment, Immigration, and a Life
Remade by Barbara Rylko-Bauer is
now available in paperback.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR. Born in
Germany and raised in Detroit, Dr.
Barbara Rylko-Bauer earned her
Ph.D. in Anthropology from the

University of Kentucky and is currently an Adjunct Associate Professor of Anthropology at Michigan
State University. She has written
many articles and chapters focusing
on health care inequalities, anthropology, and the Holocaust. RylkoBauer resides in Michigan with her
husband and son.

of-consciousness manner, he
paints portraits
of his family
members and
friends.
The
excerpt below,
in which he describes his uncle Zigmund, is
typical of his style.
“Loud and colorful alarms went
off in his young head, whenever
he spent any time with Uncle Zigmund—the outspoken but victorious rebel of the family, the guy who
thought he could make something of
his life in this new America. Ziggy
was sportive yet dead serious, like
a coastal Long Island storm. Ziggy
had something about him that left
a lasting impression—something
classic, in an old New World way,
and something disturbingly naked
and honest.”
Written in three parts, Piasecki
examines not only his past and
his present, but in the third part he
imagines what his life could be like
in the future. This is definitely not
an ordinary autobiography.
Missing Persons: A Life of Unexpected Influences by Bruce Piasecki
is available on Amazon.com.

MISSING PERSONS
A Life of Unexpected Influences
By Bruce Piasecki
Square One Publishers, 2015, 198 pps.
115 Herricks Road
Garden City Park, NY 11040
(516) 535-2010
Squareonepublishers.com
Best known for business books
such as his most famous work, Doing More with Less: The New Way
to Wealth, Bruce Piasecki makes
a stark departure with his autobiographical piece, Missing Persons:
A Life of Unexpected Influences.
The book contains over seventy
vignettes in which he describes the
people in his life that were most important to him. In doing so, he examines how they shaped the trajectory of his life.
Missing Persons is written in the
third person and is not your typical
autobiography. Piasecki does not
strive for historical accuracy; his ABOUT THE AUTHOR. Dr. Bruce
goal instead was to be creative in Piasecki earned a master’s degree
his narrative. In an almost stream- and doctorate from Cornell Univer-

POLONIA PLACES / Gregory L. Witul

St. Joseph’s PNC Church, Springfield, Massachusetts
Polish National Catholic Church
44 Prospect Street
Springfield, Massachusetts
Status: Closed
At the dawn of the twentieth century, the Polish National Catholic
Church spread out across the United
States as Poles became disgruntled
with the Roman Catholic Church.
From Pennsylvania and New York
to Texas and West Virginia, if there
was a Polish colony, a Polish National Church would be formed.
In New England, over 20 parishes
were established, including one that
would serve as the diocesan cathedral for 15 years, St. Joseph’s in
Springfield, Massachusetts.
On March 18, 1934, 200 disenfranchised Polish Roman Catholics
met at Springfield’s Polish National
Home to hear Father Joseph Lesniak speak and to discuss forming a
Polish National Church in their city.
After much prayer, debate, and deliberation the group voted in favor
of establishing a parish of their own.
A committee was set up and the first
Mass of the new congregation was
scheduled for March 25. Arrangements were made with the Episcopalian Cathedral of Christ Church,
which would serve as the first home
of the St. Joseph’s as the committee
began to raise funds for a building
of their own.
It would take less than a month
for Father Lesniak to be assigned to
the new parish and for them to secure a large home on Prospect Street
which would serve as his rectory.
After two months of fundraising,
St. Joseph’s had enough money to
build its home, holding a groundbreaking ceremony on June 24, with
Mayor Henry Martens turning the
first spade of dirt. The firms of Mitrowski and Sullivan oversaw the
construction of the brick structure.
As the building neared completion,
stained glass windows of St. Cyril,
St. Methodius, St. Anne, and more

Above: St. Joseph’s Church, when it held the title of
Cathedral in 1949. Right: The main altar.
were placed into their niches. In the concretization by Prime Bishop Hofront, an ornate altar was installed dur and the Supreme Council of the
with a statue of the parish patron in Church, Father Lesniak was elevatthe center. On May 17, 1935 Prime ed to Bishop Lesniak. After his conBishop Francis Hodur traveled from secration in Scranton, Bishop LeScranton, Pennsylvania to conse- sniak returned home to Springfield
crate the new house of worship.
where throngs of people crowded
Although
formed in the
midst of the Great
Depression, the
parishioners gave
all they could to
their church. In
the first five years,
Stations of the
Cross were added, two side altars
were built and 38
acres were purchased to serve as
a parish cemetery,
but the biggest
accomplishment
occurred in 1937.
At the Provincial
Synod that year,
the Very Reverend Joseph Lesniak was one of
two nominated to
serve as Bishop of
the Eastern Dio- The building at 44 Prospect Street today, home of
cese. After careful Holy Redeemer Cathedral.

sity and is the president and founder
of AHC Group, Inc., a management
consulting firm that advises many
Fortune 500 companies including
Toyota and Suncor Energy. He is
the author of several books on the
topics of business strategy and valuation. Dr. Piasecki also lectures and
offers workshops all over the world.

Szydłowska and the
late Rogers Honored
ST. LOUIS — On May 2,
2015, Marianne Kosakowska
Szydłowska was presented with,
and the late Jeanette Kosakowska Rogers received posthumously, Poland’s Cavalier’s Cross of
the Order of Merit. This prestigious award was conferred by
the president of the Republic of
Poland (Bronisław Komorowski)
and presented by Consul General
Paulina Kapuścińska at the Consulate General of the Republic of
Poland in Chicago.
The Cavalier’s Cross of the
Order of Merit is awarded to
Polish citizens and to people
with Polish roots living outside
Poland for outstanding service
beneficial to Poland and to Polonia. Marianne and her late
sister Jeanette have been recognized for their years of service
in promoting Polish culture and
heritage in the greater St. Louis
area through their involvement
with the Polish American Cultural Society of Metropolitan St.
Louis and the American Council
for Polish Culture. Marianne had
served as president of PACS for
many years and Jeanette chaired
the Polonez Ball also for many
years.
This was a special occasion at
the Consulate General in Chicago as a program in celebration of
May 3rd Constitution Day drew
a standing room only group of
invited guests. A special performance by soprano Marlene Dziś
and accompanying pianist Jennifer McCabe was the highlight of
the evening.

Interns Needed at
Polish Library
the streets and escorted him back
to St. Joseph’s. On November 27,
1937, a banquet was held for the
new Bishop at the Clinton Hotel,
where a letter from Prime Bishop
Hodur was read that elevated St.
Joseph’s from a simple parish to the
rank of See of the Eastern Diocese
and the bestowing on it the title of
Cathedral.
For 15 years St. Joseph’s would
be the center of the Polish National
Catholic Church in New England.
The Cathedral Parish would pay off
its debts, be remodeled, and see its
membership swell to 1,000 souls.
In 1951, Bishop Jasinski of the
Buffalo-Pittsburg Diocese passed
away, and Bishop Lesniak was selected to replace him. On April 23,
1952, the newly consecrated Bishop
Soltysiak moved the See from St.
Joseph’s to Holy Trinity in Manchester, New Hampshire. The parish of St. Joseph’s would continue
on for another half century until
dwindling membership and rising
costs forced it to close, with many
of the parishioners transferring to
Holy Mother of the Rosary Church
in Chicopee.
In June of 1999, the church was
sold and turned into the Holy Redeemer Cathedral.

WASHINGTON, D.C. —
The Polish Library is looking
for summer interns to complete
some exciting and useful projects, including:
Video: The Library would
like to create a promotional
video about the Library and the
benefits of volunteering for our
organization.
Google: The Library needs
help with configuring and administering our Google (and
Google+) environment, incl. file
library, hangouts, calendar, etc.
Catalog: The Library needs
all the help we can get with updating our catalog.
Social media: The Library
has a great Facebook page (have
you already liked us?), but would
like to expand into Instagram,
Google+ and other social platforms.
Bring your own project: If
none of the above appeal to
you, but you’d like to contribute
something to the Library, feel
free to bring your idea.
All interested parties should
contact Pawel A. Stefanski by
email at president@polishlibrary.org. No prior experience
necessary.

